[Soluble tumor necrosis factor receptors--their properties and role in diagnosis and therapy of acute and chronic diseases].
The review presents the properties and significance of soluble forms of tumor necrosis factor-alpha receptors in physiology and pathology of human organism. Special attention was turned to the possibility of practical application of those forms of the receptors in the therapy of diseases caused by excessive activity of TNF-alpha. The significance of the soluble receptors as prognostic factors of disease progression and outcome was stressed.